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Tannenbaum tips
The South Carolina Forestry Commission 

o� ers tips to keep live Christmas trees 
healthy:

• Keep your live tree in water. 
• Keep your tree away from sources of 

heat like furnace vents/radiators and possi-
ble sources of ignition like space heaters 
and � replaces.

• Do not decorate with candles or older 
lights, which may have worn wiring or hot-
ter-burning bulbs.

• Do not overload electrical outlets.
• Check the stand daily to ensure the 

bottom of the trunk remains submerged 
in water.

BY JAY KING
STAFF WRITER

With the growth of cit-
ies and towns across the 
state, the Municipal Asso-
ciation of South Carolina 
is seeking to modernize 
the state’s annexation 
laws as part of its legisla-
tive agenda for the coming 
year.

According to Scott Slat-
ton, senior field services 
manager for MASC, the 
state’s antiquated annexa-

tion laws have hampered 
municipalities’ ability to 
most efficiently provide 
services. Lyman Mayor 
Rodney Turner added that 
the issue has also created 
a certain level of confu-
sion among area residents 
who no longer are sure 
where exactly city and 
town boundaries start and 
stop.

“It used to be munici-
pal boundaries were cut 
and dried,” Turner said.

SEE ANNEXATION | A10

Former intern 
recalls Va. Tech 
tragedy

(Editor’s note: 
Last summer, Logan 
Hooks served as 
an intern at The 
Greer Citizen before 
returning to Virginia 
Tech for her junior 
year. As the events 
of last Thursday’s 
on-campus shoot-
ing unfolded and Hooks, like so 
many others, awaited word that the 
shooter had been found, she agreed 
to share the emotions that she and 
the rest of the student body were 
feeling).  

“From the outside looking in, you 
can never understand it. From the 
inside looking out, you can never 
explain it. Virginia Tech is more 

than a school. It’s my home and 
family. Our campus does not de-
serve this heartbreak. neVer forgeT 
& pray for Virginia Tech. We will 
always prevail.”

The quote above was traveling 
around social media websites a few 
hours after our campus went on 
lockdown. It explained everything 
I had been feeling that day in four 
sentences.  

Thursday was reading day. Read-
ing day is the day after classes end 
and the day before finals start. I got 
up at 5:30 a.m. to go to a sale at the 
bookstore where I stocked up on 
my Hokie gear, got breakfast, and 

sat down to study. Around 12:30 
p.m., I went to check my grades and 
saw an alert on our VT homepage 
that there had been a shooting on 
campus. I then received a text, an 
e-mail, and heard the siren from 
campus go off. My heart sank. 

Then, my roommate and I 
watched the news, checked on all 
our friends, called our families, and 
never left our apartment. So many 
thoughts were running through my 
mind. Facebook and Twitter were 
swirling with updates from our 
campus newspaper, the New York 
Times, other Virginia colleges, local 
and national news stations, etc. It 
was surreal. Reports said that more 
than 18,000 students were on cam-
pus and that meant around 20,000 
students were off campus wonder-
ing where the killer was and if they 
were safe. 

I wasn’t at Virginia Tech during 
the shootings of 2007, but I felt the 
pain all the way in South Carolina. 
The 2007 shooting did not negative-
ly affect my choice to go to Virginia

SEE TRAGEDY | A10

Council
accepts 
district 
Plan 2 
BY JAY KING
STAFF WRITER

The Greer City Council 
gave second and final ap-
proval to a plan redraw-
ing the boundaries of the 
council’s six districts at its 
regular monthly meeting 
Tuesday.

Of the four plans under 
consideration, the council 
approved Plan 2 as the one 
most consistent with the 
aim of preserving commu-
nities of interest.

Councilwoman Judy Al-
bert expressed concerns 
that the plan split a sub-
division and inquired if 
there was any way to ad-
just the lines to keep the 
subdivision intact.

But Mayor Rick Danner 
explained that because 
of the requirement to use 
census blocks in drawing 
the maps, there was no 
way to make such an ad-
justment as the areas in-
volved two census blocks. 
Nevertheless, he added, 
that concern was taken 
into account when he and 
councilmen Wryley Bettis 
and Wayne Griffin worked 
with officials at the state 
to develop the proposals.

“We worked hard to rem-
edy that,” Danner said.

Griffin further explained 
that you couldn’t just 
move the roughly 150

SEE COUNCIL | A6

Stone 
to write 
weekly 
column
BY JOEL FITZPATRICK
EDITOR

Pam Stone is joining The 
Greer Citizen as a weekly 
columnist, beginning in 
today’s edition, on page 
four.

Stone is the author of 
the syndicated column, 
“I’m just sayin,” which is 
featured in seven news-
papers in the Carolinas, 
and looks forward to the 
opportunity to share her 
blend of warmth and hu-
mor with The Greer Citi-
zen’s readers.

Before moving to Gow-
ensville, Stone made a 
name for herself as both 
an actress and comedian. 
She won the American 
Comedy Award for Funni-
est Female Stand-Up Com-
ic in 1993, but may be best 
known for her role on the 
television show “Coach.” 

Stone played Judy Wat-
kins, the volleyball coach 
at Minnesota State Univer-
sity, and the love interest 
of Michael “Dauber” Dy-
binski.

Stone also appeared in 
the film “Radioland Mur-
ders” and on an episode of 
“The Drew Carey Show.”

Along with her column, 
Stone is the author of a 
book, “I Love Me A Turkey 
Butt Samwich,” which is 
available at amazon.com.

� tz@greercitizen.com | 877-2076

Pam Stone

Association seeks 
modernization of 
annexation laws

  

‘I don’t like the 

idea of splitting 

subdivisions, but it’s 

the reality we have.’

Jay Arrowood
City CouncilmanShooting rocks campus

INSIDE LOOK

‘From the outside 

looking in, you can never 

understand it. From the 

inside looking out, you can 

never explain it...’

Hooks

    

PHOTO | COURTESY OF LOGAN HOOKS

UNITED: Students at Virginia Tech gathered last week for a candlelight vigil following the school’s second on-campus 
shooting since 2007. Logan Hooks, a Byrnes graduate who worked with The Greer Citizen last summer, is a student at the 
school and was on campus last Thursday when the shooting took place.

MANDY FERGUSON | THE GREER CITIZEN

IN LIMBO: The former Victor Mill site is among the so-called ‘donut holes’ in municipal boundaries where areas are 
completely surrounded by city limits.
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“People knew when they 
called (for services) where 
they were and who would 
respond. It’s not that way 
any more.”

Greer Mayor Rick Dan-
ner said addressing the 
inadequacies of the state’s 
annexation laws has been 
a perennial issue for MASC 
and cities and towns like 
Greer. Unfortunately, he 
added, in a state with a 
legislature dominated by 
representatives and sena-
tors from rural districts, 
getting support in the 
General Assembly for such 
improvements has been 
problematic.

“From that standpoint, 
there’s not a lot of urgen-
cy,” Danner said. “We give 
it a good run every year.”

He added that until 
there’s a broader aware-
ness that the state’s 
economic development 
engine is powered by mu-
nicipalities and the infra-
structure they can offer 
to prospective companies, 
there’s not likely to be a 
lot of pressure to change 
annexation laws.

Doug Burns, deputy di-
rector for the Appalachian 
Council of Governments 
in Greenville, said the way 
the state’s annexation 
laws are structured make 
it hard for municipalities 
to take in isolated parcels 
that are situated among 
properties that have been 
developed. In such cases, 
it is possible for a prop-
erty owner to get the ben-
efit of municipal services 
without paying municipal 
taxes.

Danner said that in some 
cases city growth has cre-
ated something of a patch-
work of boundary lines 
that complicate providing 
services for city residents.

“You can drive down one 
road and be in and out of 
the city several times,” 
Danner said. “It’s obvi-
ously an issue for fire and 

police.”
Turner said such bound-

aries create confusion for 
area residents who are of-
ten confused as to wheth-
er they’re inside a town or 
city or not.

“There’s no rhyme or 
reason to annexation,” 
Turner said. “That’s just 
where we’ve gotten to…It’s 
confusing to the citizen.”

Turner said that he un-
derstands the reluctance 
some feel about paying 
municipal taxes versus 
rates for remaining out in 
the county.

“On a personal level, I 
hate to think you’d have 
to force someone in to a 
municipality,” he said.

Danner said that anoth-
er way to look at coming 
into a city like Greer or Ly-
man is to do a cost analy-
sis of the benefits gained 
from obtaining municipals 
services and in-city utility 
rates versus the additional 
tax millage. He said com-
ing into a city like Greer 
can improve your home-
owners insurance rates by 
gaining a higher ISO rating, 
and combined with in-city 
utility rates and other mu-
nicipal services the change 
is an overall benefit.

“We feel very confident 
we can make a compelling 
case,” Danner said.

He added that all it takes 
is a look at the state’s 
neighbors like North Caro-
lina and Tennessee, where 
annexation laws provide a 
wider variety of options, 
to see how such options 
provide those states with 
a competitive advantage in 
economic development.

Slatton said the munici-
pal association will be put-
ting a lot of effort into ed-
ucating legislators about 
the need for updating 
annexation laws and how 
such updates would pay 
dividends for the state’s 
economic development 
prospects. He said with 
the growth that towns and 
cities have experienced in 
the past couple of decades, 
it’s more than time to up-
date annexation laws.

“If you had told me when 
I was growing up in Blue 
Ridge that I could drive 
from Blue Ridge almost to 
Woodruff without leaving 
the limits of Greer I never 
would have believed it,” 
Slatton said. “We’re hop-
ing we can get some trac-
tion this year.”

jking@greercitizen.com | 877-2076
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Burning Feet?
Electric Shocks?

Pain & Numbness?
Pins & Needles?
Creepy Crawlies?

You might have

Peripheral Neuropathy
Peripheral neuropathy is a condition that affects nearly 20 million Americans. It usually begins 
in the feet and lower legs, but over time, can advance to the hands and fingers. Until now, the 
only treatment for this terrible condition has been oral medications and injections. And in many 
cases, these simply didn’t work.

We’ve utilized a completely NEW TREATMENT that may take away most, if not all, of your pain. It’s 
safe and highly effective for most people...even diabetics. It’s covered by many insurance plans. 
Call now to schedule a FREE conference with one of our doctors.

CALL 864-847-6020
FDA Cleared • Safe & Effective

Complete Healing & Wellness Center
24 East Main St., Williamston, SC

Office Hours M-F 7am - 12pm & 2pm - 6pm

You MaY Be PaYing UnnecessarilY.

Call Barry Barnette today

864-242-3637

Whole life Insurance Policy Owners
Have you Had to start paying premiums again?

or

Have you not been able to stop paying premiums like you were originally sHown?

from page one

Tech. I saw the way the 
campus and community 
reacted, how they stuck 
together, and shined dur-
ing such a tragedy. I was 
even surer that I wanted 
to be a Hokie. I have spent 
three years answering the 
questions “Were you there 
during the shooting?” or 
“Isn’t that the place that 
got shot up?” As the quote 
above states, people on 
the outside don’t under-
stand that we are so much 
more. 

We are not a school de-
fined by tragedy, we are 
a school that has risen to 
the occasion and prevailed 
through tragedy.  Don’t 
look at what has happened 
to us, but what we have 
done about what has hap-
pened to us. We will not be 
defined by a date: not by 
April 16, 2007 and not by 
Dec. 8, 2011. 

Virginia Tech is so much 
more than that. We have 
eight pylons on campus 

that honor Hokies that 
have died in military ser-
vice. They are Brother-
hood, Honor, Leadership, 
Loyalty, Sacrifice, Ser-
vice, Duty and finally, Ut 
Prosim, our school motto, 
which means “That I may 
serve.” So no matter what 
happens to us, we live by 
that motto. We keep living 
and we keep serving. We 
will keep doing the only 
thing we know how to do, 
and that’s to be Hokies.  

I applaud all of the law 
enforcement officers that 
acted quickly and respon-
sibly in 2007 along with 
the law enforcement of-
ficers who protected us 
last Thursday. They made 
sure that no one else was 
hurt. They lost one of their 
own, but put their emo-
tions aside to protect our 
students, our faculty, and 
our community. They de-
serve the utmost respect. 
My heart goes out to the 
family of the police officer 
who lost his life protecting 
Hokie Nation. 

Demand 
for first-
class mail 
wanes
By Jay King
Staff writer

Facing record reduc-
tions in demand for first-
class mail delivery, the 
United States Postal Ser-
vice announced Monday 
the planned closure of up 
to half of its 487 mail pro-
cessing centers.

According to USPS 
spokesman Harry Sprat-
lin based in Columbia, the 
downturn in the economy 
starting in 2007 combined 
with the explosion in the 

use of personal computing 
devices to pay bills have 
prompted the need for the 
service to cut costs.

Spratlin said the num-
bers are telling: in 2006 
the USPS handled the most 
packages in its history at 
213 billion pieces of mail 
while in 2011 the amount 
is right at 43.1 billion. In 
2000, only about five per-
cent of Americans paid 
their bills online versus 
current figures putting 
that total bearer to 60 per-
cent.

“We’re trying to match 
our resources to demand 
the American public gives 
us,” Spratlin said. “We take 
our public service obliga-
tions very seriously.”

With the proposed cuts 
scheduled to begin taking 
effect next spring, there 
are about 3,700 post of-
fices under study for clo-

sure, Spratlin said. He said 
officials are considering 
how close such facilities 
are to other center that 
could provide the same 
service and how much vol-
ume the facility generates 
in a year.

Spratlin said the thresh-
old currently being used 
is $27,000 in annual busi-
ness, an amount that in 
the private sector would 

precipitate prompt action. 
In South Carolina, there 
are 28 post offices that are 
under study for closure. 
Of the four distribution 
facilities in the state – in 
Greenville, Charleston, Co-
lumbia and Florence – the 
one in Florence does the 
least volume and may be 
under consideration for 
closure.

Spratlin said that while 
the proposed cuts will af-
fect delivery of first-class 
mail, the Postal Service is 
committed to maintaining 
its service standards.

“Doing nothing is not an 
option for us – it’s not a 
solution,” he said. “We are 
going to maintain our pub-
lic service responsibilities 
and be a great delivery or-
ganization.”

jking@greercitizen.com | 877-2076

By Jay King
Staff writer

The Taylors Fire and 
Sewer Commission unani-
mously approved a mea-
sure to refinance a sewer 
bond to take advantage 
of improved interest rates 
and save the district about 
$62,000 during the com-
mission’s monthly meet-
ing Tuesday.

The move was one of a 
pair of resolutions under 
consideration to refinance 
district debt. In staying 
with BB&T for the new 
bond, the district would 
go from the current 4.23 
percent interest rate to 
3.12 for the same term of 
13 years, thus achieving 
the savings.

The other refinance mea-
sure was to renegotiate the 
district’s lease-purchase 
agreement for Station 3 
completed in 2007. That 
move would have involved 
refinancing $767,000 from 
the current rate of 4.07 
percent to 2.85 percent, 
a change that would have 
netted the district about 
$46,000 over the remain-
ing 10 years of the agree-

ment.
The caveat that ultimate-

ly persuaded the commis-
sioners to table the move 
was the requirement to 
pay a little over $6,300 
in interest up front. As 
the commission had been 
briefed about the fire ser-
vice’s finances earlier in 
the meeting and learned 
that the department had 
a little less than three 
months’ worth of cash on 
hand for operations, the 
decision was made to de-
fer action.

In other action, the com-
mission also approved 
a resolution authorizing 
Director of Sewer Ser-
vices Samantha Bartow to 
negotiate the financing 
of a new vacuum contain-
ment truck the commis-
sion agreed to purchase at 
last month’s meeting. The 
resolution authorized a fi-
nanced amount not to ex-
ceed $300,599 for a term 
not to exceed seven years 
at an interest rate not to 
exceed three percent.

jking@greercitizen.com | 877-2076

Fire and Sewer 
board approves 
bond refinancing

Love for all

Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

“Do everything in love.” 
1 Corinthians 16:14

As I saw him down the 
street walking in my direc-
tion, I immediately recog-
nized him. I didn’t know 
his name, but I had seen 
him before. In the past, 
on a busy street I could 
sneak past him while oth-
ers had to deal with his 
outstretched hand. Today, 
I was the only one near. 

I had no money to spare. 
I can’t give to everyone, I 
thought. As he approached 
I noticed that his coat 
looked like something I 
would have thrown away 
hundreds of wearings ear-
lier. I wanted to cross the 
street, but that would be 
too obvious. I didn’t want 
to make eye contact.

“Good morning,” he said. 
I had to look up. I was sur-
prised to see a warm, smil-
ing face. “Isn’t it a beauti-
ful day?” he asked.

I quickly reached into 
my pocket. “I just bought 
a couple of good apples,” 
I said. “Would you like 
one?”

He accepted my offer, 
smiled and said, “God 
bless you.”

Only seconds later, as 
we both continued on our 
way, it dawned on me that 
God had indeed blessed 
me. God used the man’s 
warm smile and pleasant 
words to wake me up and 
help me realize that I can 
give to others not because 
I have to but because I 
want to.

Prayer: God of love, help 
us draw upon the love you 
have put in us and find 
ways to express it in words 
and actions, even–and es-
pecially–to those who are 
strangers. Amen. 

U.S. Postal Service facing cuts

jay king | the greer citizen

Wrapped for Christmas
Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts participated in the Duncan Christmas parade Sunday passing out candy to children along 
the route.
  

  

‘we’re trying to 

match our resources 

to demand the 

American public 

gives us.’

Harry spratlin
UsPs spokesman
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AnnexAtion: confusing to citizens
‘there’s no rhyme 

or reason to 

annexation...’

Rodney turner
Lyman mayor

tRAgedy: events make 
community stronger
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