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How Downtown Integrates into
Adjacent Neighborhoods

One important aspect of downtown Florence is the existence of strong urban
neighborhoods in North, East, and West Florence. Although some have been fragmented or
overlooked by development and investment, these neighborhoods are very important to
the future of our downtown.

Neighborhoods are the cornerstone of any city and should be supported through the
provision of resources necessary for living, working, and playing nearby. Every city needs
strong and diverse urban neighborhoods to support the city’s major amenities and
encourage new development.

How Downtown Integrates into
Adjacent Neighborhoods

Redevelopment is one of the most effective ways to breathe new life into deteriorated
areas plagued by social, physical, environmental or economic conditions which act as a
barrier to new private investment in the area.

Through redevelopment, the city is able to reverse deteriorating economic trends, create
jobs, revitalize business, rehabilitate and add to the housing stock and stimulate active
participation by citizens and private investment which would not otherwise occur.
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Policies to Integrate Downtown and
the Adjacent Neighborhoods

1) Promote historic neighborhoods, historically significant structures and
sites, and the development and retention of residential uses in the
greater Downtown area.

2) Promote appropriately located and scaled high-density residential uses
in and near the Downtown to support Downtown services and retail and
provide incentives to attract new commercial and other support
services to the Downtown.

3) Support Downtown development and redevelopment of street level
retail or other pedestrian-oriented land uses, such as galleries,
restaurants, and cinemas.

4) Promote City participation in the construction of multiuse parking
structures that support intermodal opportunities and ground level
retail.

5) Promote land use, transportation, and urban design improvements that
will link the Downtown with the adjacent neighborhoods.

Policies to Integrate Downtown and
the Adjacent Neighborhoods

6) Enhance the Downtown retail core as the primary regional activity
center for finance, culture, and government, complemented by a
mixture of land uses to support Downtown housing that is compatible
with the adjacent Downtown residential neighborhoods.

7) Encourage the location of new residential opportunities in the
Downtown.

8) Promote upgrades to neighborhood infrastructure, including sidewalks
and street lighting, that are compatible with the character of the
neighborhood.

9) Promote retail and other private sector development that will
complement and support the existing Downtown fabric.

10) Locate new major governmental, cultural, and educational facilities in
the Downtown area.

How Downtown Integrates into
Adjacent Neighborhoods

 The City of Florence developed directional and wayfinding signage that links
individual places and destinations within Downtown together so that one
moves freely and comfortably from one to another.

 This also links Downtown to adjacent neighborhoods which enhances the
experience of Downtown as a distinct and unique place that is comfortable
and inviting to everyone - whether in a car or on foot.
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Integration of Neighborhoods into
Downtown Redevelopment

 Signage is also a tool for building and reinforcing the identity of Downtown as
the community’s “living room”—active, authentic, comfortable and
welcoming.

Investment and
development plans for
the downtown business
district and adjacent
central-city residential
neighborhoods must be
designed to reinforce
and support each other.

Unless this mutually
supportive relationship
can be established,
neither the business
district nor the
downtown-area
neighborhoods will be as
successful as they need
to be.
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Neighborhood Assets

Growing Future Farmers
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Neighborhood Improvements

Streetscapes in Neighborhoods

Streetscapes in Neighborhoods


