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ÅRural Legislature  

ÅSpecial interest groups  

ÁElectric utilities  

ÁSpecial purpose districts  

ÁCounties  

Annexation History  

ÅBest interest of municipality  

ÅInitiation of petitioners  

ÅRequired to receive services  

ÅMunicipalities m ay promote annexation  

Annexation Policy  
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Benefits to Residents  

Å Improved services  

Å Additional services such as utilities and street lights  

Å Lower service charges  

Å Higher level of law enforcement and fire protection  

Å Lower property insurance premiums  

Å Planning, zoning and land use regulation  

Å Participation in municipal government  

Benefits to Municipality  

ÅMore citizens participating in municipal 
government  

ÅEconomy of scale in providing services  

Å Increased revenue sharing and revenue base to 
support services  

ÅBetter planning for urban area  

ÅStronger corporate community of citizens with 
similar needs  

Public Relations  

ÅIdentify friends and foes  

ÅProvide accurate information  

ÅConduct public hearings  
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Public Relations ðProviding Information  

ÅAnalysis  
Orangeburg  

ÅBrochures in  
Greenwood, 
 Mauldin  

ÅWeb description  
Greer  

Annexation  

S.C. Code of Laws  

Title 5, Chapter 3  

 

General Requirements  

Contiguous  
Section 5 -3-305  

 

ÅProperty adjacent to a municipality  

ÅShares a continuous border  

ÅNot established by  
Ároad  
Áwaterway  
Áright of way  
Áeasement  
Árailroad track  
Ámarshland or  
Áutility line which connects one property to other  
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Contiguous  
Section 5 -3-305  

 
ÅIntervening connector does not destroy 

contiguity  

 

Freeholder Definition  
Section 5 -3-240  

ÅAny person at least 18 years of age  

ÅAny firm owning legal title  

ÅDate of petition or of the referendum  

ÅOne- tenth interest  

ÅName on county tax records  

Filing Notice of Annexation  

ÅRequired by Secretary of State  

ÅRequired by Department of Transportation  

ÅRequired by Department of Public Safety  

ÅOther interested parties  
ÁMunicipal departments  

ÁCounty  

Á911 and emergency services  

ÁCounty Board of Voter Registration  

ÁUtility franchisees  
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Voting Rights Act  

ÅNotify after annexation under 
100% or 75% methods  

ÅPreclearance of election to US 
Justice Department for 25 % 
method no longer required (Shelby 
County, AL vs. Holder decision)  

 

 

100% Ordinance Method  

100% Ordinance Method  
Section 5 -3-150(3)  

ÅPetition submitted signed by 100% of property 
owners  

ÅCouncil accepts petition  

ÅAdopt ordinance  

ÅFiles notice with Secretary of State, SCDOT and 
Dept. of Public Safety  

ÅPre-Clearance by US Justice Department for 
Voting Rights Act compliance no longer required  

ÅPublic hearing not required  
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75% Petition/Ordinance 
Method  

75% Petition/Ordinance Method  
Section 5 -3-150  

ÅPetition -  75% freeholders owning 75% 
assessed valuation  

ÅFiled with governing body  

ÅCouncil agrees to accept petition  

The Petition  

ÅMust be dated before first signature  

ÅOpen to public inspection  

ÅMust state code section  

ÅContain description and plat of area  
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Feasibility Study  

ÅFeasibility study on provision of 
services is required by 75% petition 
m ethod  

ÅShould be considered for any 
annexations  

 

Feasibility Study  

ÅInventory of existing outside services  

ÅIdentify provider of each service, 
contractual obligations  

ÅIdentify services to be 
assumed/provided  

ÅIdentify efficient service areas and 
areas which cannot be fully serviced  

 

Feasibility Study  

ÅProjected  level of taxes and fees to 
support services  

ÅNeeded  revenues  

ÅEstimated revenues from current  taxes, 
fees and service charges  

ÅComparison of cost to property owners 
before and after annexation.  

ÅIdentify burdens and benefits of 
annexation  
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Feasibility Study  

ÅDetermine level of services needed  

ÅDetermine most cost effective way to 
provide services  

ÅProjected timetable  

 

Public notice  
30 days before acting on petition  

ÅI n newspaper of general circulation  

ÅPost on municipal bulletin board  

ÅI n writing  
Áproperty owners in area  

Áchief administrative officer in county  

Ápublic service/special purpose districts  

Áfire departments  

ÅMust include projected timetables for 
provision of services  

 

Public Hearing  

ÅMap and complete legal description of 
area  

ÅStatement of public services to be 
assumed or provided  

ÅTaxes and fees for services  
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25% Petition and Election 
Method  

25% Petition and Election Method  

Section 5 -3-300  
 

Petition signed by 25% of the 
ñqualified electorsò who must be 
residents within the area to be 
annexed  

Petition must contain  

ÅDescription of area to be annexed  

ÅSignature of the ñqualified electorò 

ÅñAddress of residenceò of the elector 

ÅCode section authorizing the 
annexation method (5 -3-300)  
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Municipal  council  by  written  
resolution  must  certify  the  
petition  to  the  county  election  
commission  

Council Resolution  

County Election Commission must 
conduct election  

ÅAt least 30 days notice  

ÅPre-clearance by the US Justice 
Department no longer required  

ÅRegistered qualified electors residing in 
the area to be annexed may vote  

ÅElection results certified to the 
municipal council  

Vote in Favor of Annexation  

ÅIf vote passes, the municipal council 
must (by written resolution)  
publish the results  

ÅDescription of area to be annexed  

ÅSection authorizing the annexation 
(5 -3-300)  

ÅQualified electors of the area voted to 
be annexed  
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ÅCouncil can annex by ordinance, unless 
current city residents object  

ÅIf someone objects:  

Á5% of qualified electors of city can petition to 
challenge the election  

ÁMust petition within 30 days of notice of 
results  

Challenge by Electors  

ÅPetition: Municipal election commission 
conducts an election  

ÈIf majority votes in favor, council may give 
final reading to annexation ordinance.  

ÈIf majority opposes, council must table the 
proposed ordinance for at least 24 months  

Challenge by Electors  

Other Challenges  
(5 -3-270)  

ÅInterested parties can contest an 
annexation  

Å60 days -  written notice with municipal 
clerk and clerk of court  

Å90 days -  summons and complaint  
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Opt -out Procedures for 25% Method  

ÅSingle property owner owning 25% of 
the assessed value must be notified by 
certified mail  

ÅProperty owner of ñagricultural real 
propertyò must be notified by certified 
mail  

ÅOwner must file written notice with 
clerk at least 10 days prior to election  

Agricultural Real Property  

ÅTimber tract 10 acres or more, or tracts 
which are part of a management system 
which are more than 10 acres  

ÅTracts other than timberland if the 
property owner reported at least $1000 
of gross farm income for three of the last 
five years on his federal income tax 
return  

Annexing all or part  
of special purpose district  

Å100% Petition/Ordinance Method  

Å75% Petition/Ordinance Method  

Å25% Petition/Election/Ordinance 
Method  

(Sections 5 - 3 - 300 to Section 5 - 3 - 315)  
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Annexing Property in  
Special Purpose District (5 -3-310)  

ÅMunicipality may elect to provide service  

ÅDistrict continues serving until notice 
given  

ÅDistrict retains property unless entire 
district annexed  

ÅMunicipal and district develop plan for 
transfer of assets (5 -3-300)  

Provision of Services  

ÅMunicipality (at its sole option) can 
provide services formerly provided by the 
district  

ÅTransfer of service rights according to 
plan developed under provisions of 
Section 5 -3-300 through 5 -3-315  

The Plan  

ÅFormulated by agreement of the district 
and municipality  

ÅIf no agreement after 90 days, form a 
committee of three members  

Áone appointed by municipality  

Áone appointed by district  

Áone appointed by both  


