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COURTROOM SECURITY

Investigator Cambo Streater

Fifth Judicial Circuit
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• Each “county shall provide sufficient
facilities…for the necessary and proper
operation of the magistrate courts in that
county” (S.C. Code Ann. 22-8-30).

• Any “municipality establishing a municipal
court…shall provide facilities for the use of
judicial officers in trials and hearings” (S.C.
Code Ann. 14-25-5).
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• Counties and municipalities must make sure
their courts are accessible to all individuals,
including those with a disability to be in
compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act.
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• Day in and day out, courthouses are visited by
a large volume of disgruntled and often law
breaking citizens. Courthouses can be seen as
an important symbolic target for those in our
midst who wish to cause mischief, wreak
havoc or rain terror.
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POTENTIAL THREATS

1. Active shooter.

2. Suspicious packages.

3. Bomb threats.

4. Vehicle borne explosives.

5. Courtroom fights.

6. Prisoner escapes/breakouts.

7. Gang/hate groups/sovereign citizens
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• In a perfect world all of you would have a
magnetometer at the main entrance, a police
officers screening everyone who enters, and
police officers in your courtroom at all times.
Unfortunately this perfect scenario does not
always prevent the unexpected from
happening.
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• Security is not a one time achievement. You
should have a plan for the time when things
go wrong. Every employee should know how
to quickly spot problems, react quickly, and
appropriately report their concerns.
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• Even though everyone is going to look to the
judge when it comes to security –

• In Lexington County vs. Edwards, the South
Carolina Supreme Court did not find liability on
the part of the Sheriff under several theories but
DID find the Sheriff’s Department liable in the
particular situation where they created the
situation and facts of that specific situation
presented the Department with knowledge of
the potential risk .
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ACCESS OF PEOPLE INTO COURT BUILDINGS
1. Establish only one main door through which the

public can enter the court building.
2. Designate on of the doors for judges and court staff.
3. Keep all other exterior doors locked during business

hours.
4. Have a court security officer (CSO) at the public

entrance.
5. Screen people at the public entrance.
6. Use a magnetometer.
7. Use cameras.
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COURTROOMS
1. Have a CSO assigned to your courtroom whenever there is any court proceeding.
2. Install a panic alarm in the courtroom.
3. Conduct sweeps before and after court.
4. Secure or remove all items inside the courtroom that can be used as weapons

(scissors, staplers, etc.)
5. Keep doors locked when courtroom is not in use.
6. Prohibit use of cameras/cell phones and prohibit items that could be used as

weapons.
7. Install cameras in courtrooms.

One camera should face the bench.
One camera should face the gallery.

8. Video is the preferred solution to personal appearance by in-custody defendants
whenever legally feasible by state law.

9. Provide separate working offices (not in the courtroom) for clerks and others to
use after courtroom proceedings have been completed.
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CHAMBERS
1. Install a panic alarm at the judge’s desk and in the

chambers area
2. Escort judges when leaving secure chambers for the

courtroom area.
3. Keep chambers windows covered.
2. Conduct daily sweeps of chambers
3. Keep doors to chambers area locked when the judge is not

present.
4. Request cleaning crews to clean chambers at the end of

the day when court staff is present, rather than at night.
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IN-CUSTODY DEFENDANTS
1. At least one CSO should be assigned to escort in-custody

defendant(s) through all non-secure areas.
2. At least one CSO should remain with defendant(s) in the

courtroom at all times.
3. All holding cells should be secure and searched before and after

use.
4. Cameras should be used along routes used to escort defendant(s).
5. Usually when a defendant pleas before a judge the defendant is

fully restrained (jail attire, belly chains and leg irons).
6. When there is a trial it is up to the discretion of the presiding

judge as to the dress and restraints (normal clothing hands
unrestrained and legs restrained).
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DURESS ALARMS

1. Duress or panic alarms should be installed in
the courtroom, at the bench, clerk’s desk,
and CSO desk.

2. Alarms should be in the judge’s chamber and
reception area.
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CAMERAS
1. Digital pan, tilt, zoom, and color cameras should

be at the public entrance and in the courtroom
facing the gallery.

2. Notices should be conspicuously placed to
inform the public that cameras are operating
and recording activity in the area.

3. Cameras should be overlooking holding cells.
4. Other areas cameras should be utilized are:

public counters, hallways, elevators/stairwells.
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PARKING

1. Judges should have assigned parking in a
secured lot.

2. When judges park in an unprotected parking
lot they should be escorted to and from court
or when they leave at night.
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JURORS
1. Provide jurors with court security information before

they report for duty by placing information on the
jury summons they receive (where to park, where to
enter the court building, what items such as knives,
scissors, etc. not to bring to the court building).

2. Try to screen jurors as they enter the court building or
before they report to the courtroom.

3. Assign a CSO to provide security inside and outside of
the jury room

4. Have a CSO escort jurors to and from the courtroom.
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THREAT AND INCIDENT REPORTING
1. Establish a policy requiring incidents to be

reported to the appropriate law enforcement
agency and to court administration.

2. Staff should be trained on how to define what
an incident is and how to report incidents
verbally and in writing.

3. Have an emergency plan for fire or medical
emergencies or if you have to evacuate your
building and ensure that your staff is familiar
with it.
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WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY

1. Seek cover immediately/do not try to intervene.

2. If possible, exit the courtroom to another
location, lock the door and call 911.

3. Stay on the line, give the operator as much
information as possible, i.e. type of incident,
number of participants, weapons, etc.
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CASH HANDLING

1. Develop and train court staff with procedures
for handling cash. These procedures should
comply with the Order issued by the Chief
Justice.

2. Install cameras at counters and in the office.

3. Require two people, one staff and one armed
CSO, when carrying cash.
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SOUTH CAROLINA GUN LAW
Concealed weapons in courtrooms – The South Carolina CWP

laws state in Section 23-31-215 that: A permit issued
pursuant to this section does not authorize a permit holder
to carry a concealable weapon into a: (3) courthouse or
courtroom.

Under Section 23-31-240 it states: Notwithstanding any other
provision contained in this article, the following persons
who possess a valid permit pursuant to this article may
carry a concealable weapon anywhere within this State,
when carrying out the duties of their office: (7) active
magistrates; (8) active municipal court judges; (11) active
solicitors and assistant solicitors.
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SOUTH CAROLINA GUN LAWS

Law enforcement officers shall not be
permitted to carry concealed or unconcealed
weapons when appearing in court as a party
or witness when testifying in a non-official
capacity.

21



4/14/2015

8

WHAT YOU CAN DO TODAY

1. Ask any police officers who have cases if they would
not mind being last on your docket so they can be
around for any problems that may arise. This gives
your court an officer presence.

2. Delay your verdict or sentence. You do not have to
render your verdict in a bench trial or civil case at the
conclusion of the trial. You can notify all parties of
your decision at a later date (even in writing) if you
suspect there may be trouble at the end of the trial.
You can also do the same with your sentence.

3. Keep a weapon (firearm, Taser, pepper spray) at the
bench.
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??QUESTIONS??
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